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MODELO  2007 
 

INSTRUCCIONES GENERALES 

1. Lea todo el texto cuidadosamente 

2. Lea atentamente todas las preguntas de la prueba. 

3. Proceda a responder en lengua inglesa a las preguntas en el papel de examen 

TIEMPO: 1 hora y 30 minutos 

CALIFICACIÓN: La puntuación máxima de la prueba es de 10 puntos. 

 

Where Does Dracula Come From? 
 

The English seaside town of Whitby is a fishing port which has changed little for the past 300 years. 

Critics say that it was this picturesque town, with the imposing ruins of a thirteenth-century abbey 

perched on a promontory, which gave the writer Bram Stoker the idea for his world-famous book 

Dracula. The writer, his wife and his son spent the summer of 1890 in Whitby, while he was probably 

engaged in planning the novel. 

 

Dracula, published in 1897, is the story of a vampire from Transylvania who travelled to England. When 

his ship was damaged in a terrible storm, Dracula - the vampire - jumped to land at Whitby in the shape 

of a huge dog. Stoker, the author, is known to have consulted books on legends from Transylvania, 

Moldavia, and the Carpathians at the local library at Whitby and later in the British Library in London. 

 

The Dracula of Transylvanian legend appears to originate from Vlad Dracul II, Prince of Walachia (1456-

1476), known for his prodigious cruelties both to enemies - the invading Turks - and his own people. 

However, he was not a vampire. It is suggested that Stoker's Count Dracula was a composite figure 

derived from Vlad Dracul and the Countess Báthori. This lady was a Hungarian aristocrat who was 

arrested in 1610 for murdering girls. It was her habit to wash in the blood of her victims in order to stay 

young and to maintain her skin in a perfect condition. 

 

1. Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE? Copy the evidence from the text. No marks are 

given for only TRUE or FALSE. 

a. Bram Stoker was familiar with Eastern European stories because of his readings. 

Solución. 

 TRUE: Stoker, the author is known to have consulted books on legends from 

Transylvania, Moldavia and the Carpatians at the local library at Whitby and later in the 

Britisg Library in London.  
 

b. When Stoker's Dracula arrived in Eng1and, he had the appearance of a terrible black bat.  

Solución. 

 FALSE: When his ship was damaged in a terrible storm, Dracula – the vampire 

– jumped to land at Whitby in the shape of a huge dog. 
(Puntuación maxima: 2 puntos) 

 

2. In your own words and based on the ideas in the text, answer the following questions.  

a. Why is Whitby important to understand the origin of the novel Dracula? 

Solución. 

 Whitby is the little town where the author was probably inspired to write his 

famous novel about Dracula.  
 

b. What do you know about Countess Báthori and why is she mentioned in the text?  

Solución. 

 Madame Countess Bathori was an aristocrat from Hungary who killed girls in 

the 1600`s and was arrested for it. She is important because she used to wash herself 

with their victims' blood to maintain her skin young. 
(Puntuación maxima: 2 puntos) 

 

 



 

Autora: Patricia Herrero Pinilla 

3. Find the words in the text that mean:  

a. impressive (paragraph 1) imposing 

b. involved (paragraph 1)  engaged 

c. seems (paragraph 3)  appears 

d. custom (paragraph 3)  habit 
(Puntuación máxima: 1 punto) 

 

4. Complete the following sentences. Use the appropriate form of the word in brackets when given. 

a. ____1____many people know the legend of Count Dracula, few have read the novel. However, I think 

that the film Dracula is less frightening ________2_______the book. 

b. If you ______3______(be) a victim of Count Dracula, _______4______would you have done? 

c. This is the first book about Bram Stoker that ________5_______ (deal) with the sources of his novels. 

Every detail_______6_______ (explain) with clarity and precision. 

Complete the following sentence to report what was said. 

d. “What else did you see?”  I asked the girl... 7 
(Puntuación maxima: 2 puntos) 

Solución. 

1. Although/Though. 

2. than. Comparativa de inferioridad. La comparativa, siempre usa, en su segunda 

parte, than. 

3. had been. Tercera condicional. Se usa para hablar de casos no reales en el 

pasado. 

4. What. 

5. deals 

6. is explained. Forma pasiva. Usamos la pasiva, sólo con verbos transitivos 

seguidos por un objeto. 

7. what else had she seen. Estilo indirecto, usamos esta forma para informar de lo 

que alguien dice o piensa, normalmente dando un paso para atrás en el tiempo. 
 

5. Write about 100 to 150 words on one of the following topics. 

a. Do you believe in vampires, ghosts or other supernatural forces? Why or why not?  

b. Write about a ghost story you are familiar with.  

Para este ejercicio es muy importante la organización del texto. Siempre respetando las tres 

partes fundamentales de introducción, cuerpo y conclusión final. Es importante buscar 

estructuras que nos sean conocidas para evitar cometer errores, sin caer en el simplismo. 
 

a. Do you believe in vampires, ghosts or other supernatural forces? Why or why not? 

Solución. 

 As an introduction, I would like to say that supernatural forces, as we know 

nowadays, are a clear product of cinema, mostly of Hollywood cinema, and it is 

probably that supernatural forces don’t exist as we think they are. 

However, in my opinion, it could be possible that some of these characters are real. An 

example could be vampires; we know that vampires are animals like bats, which mostly 

live in the night. Ghosts and zombies are the same case and it could be possible that 

both ghosts and zombies may exist, but we will agree if I say they might not wear a 

white sheet over them neither be fed with human meat. Another example, could be 

witches; I am sure, witches really lived, mostly in the North West region of Spain, 

England, Scotland, Ireland, etc… It would be possible that they were normal women 

with any supernatural power but I’m not sure that they might fly on a brush or have 

black cats.  

In conclusion, vampires, ghosts and witches, could be supernatural forces, but I am sure 

that they are not as we usually watch in films. It’s typical to have a determined idea of 

them, but I think that if they exist, they will be more usual than we think. 
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b. Write about a ghost story you are familiar with. 

Solución. 

 Firstly, I would like to remember that stories of ghosts are mostly legends 

because there’s not any proof concerning that they could be real. 

There are lots of stories in our country; for example, in Galicia it exists the legend of the 

“Santa Compaña”, which is a procession of spirits. It is said that they walk on the 

forests at night, and if you meet them you cannot stay looking at them for a few time or 

you will take the place of the spirit you were looking to. It is supposed that they are 

wandering souls, and they cannot leave this world till they find a lived person who takes 

its place. It is also told that Santa Compaña can only go straight. It means that in its 

way, they can stumble with a house, which must have a back door to let Santa Compaña 

leave the house. 

It’s very interesting how village people in Galicia never talk about Santa Compaña 

because they are really frightened. 

To sum up, I would like to say that these are legends with a deeply belief in the village 

people, and, how is told about witches, I don’t believe in witches, but they may really 

exist. 
(Puntuación máxima: 3 puntos) 
 

Expresiones más frecuentes para realizar el texto: 

 

 INTRODUCCIÓN 

 

- The purpose of this report 

- The aim of this report 

- This report looks at 

- First of all 

- As an introduction I would like to say 

- Firstly 

- To begin with 

 

CUERPO 

 

- One of the main advantages/disadvantages of… 

- Secondly 

- From my point of view 

- In my opinion 

- I think/feel that 

- On the one hand……on the other hand 

 

CONCLUSIÓN 

 

- In conclusion 

- To sum up 

- On balance 

- Last but not least 

 

PARA UNIR FRASES 

 

- Although 

- However 
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- In spite of (this) 

- Some people…..while/whereas others… 

 

VOCABULARIO RELACIONADO 

 

Bats: Murciélagos 

White sheet: Sábana blanca 

Witch: Bruja 

Brush: Escoba 

Spirit: Espíritu 

Wandering souls: Almas errantes 

Stumble: Tropezar 

Frighten: Asustar(se) 
 

 


